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    Missouri Chapter News 
          Walnut Council: Growing Walnut and Other Fine Hardwoods 

              Summer 2024 

     A Word from President: 

     Dennis Evans 
I will be attending the Walnut Council annual meeting next week in 

Springfield, Ohio. Hopefully, I will see several of you at this meeting.  

The speakers and demonstrations will increase our knowledge of 

growing fine hardwoods. If I learn one thing that will make me a better 

tree farmer, it will be worth my time to attend.     
 

We are in the final stages of the planning for the October 11th & 12th 

fall joint meeting in near Columbia with several Missouri forestry or-

ganizations. The Saturday field day is at Doug Butler’s farm. Doug is 

our chapter secretary. The goal of having a joint meeting is to broaden 

outreach and gain new members. Watch for details coming soon 

about this fall meeting. See the Saturday agenda on page 2. 
 

We welcome Bill Altman as our Southeast Regional Landowner Rep-

resentative for our chapter. Bill is a retired MDC forester and pres-

ently a consulting forester. If you have questions about your hard-

woods growing in the southeastern region, do not hesitate contact Bill 

at 573-205-2192.  May the forest be with you!  

Dennis 

Pollinators and Black Walnut Trees 

Jim Ball, Missouri Chapter Member 
 

I have had  good success growing many polli-

nator species in the shade of my black wal-

nut trees (see photo, right). My observa-

tions over the years of apparent toxicity of 

black walnut is that it is pretty weak or non-

existent to some of our most worrisome 

grasses, especially fescue. On the other hand 

the literature and my experience agree that 

fescue is toxic to black walnut trees. I have 

also discovered to my surprise that wild-

flowers seem to thrive in the shade of black walnut. This year, on my farm,  it is apparent 

that pollinator plantings are much more vigorous in the shade of our black walnut trees 

than in the open sun.  
 

President Elect, Paul Heggemann, reports 

flagging damage to his sapling black walnut 

trees from periodical cicadas aka. black lo-
custs this summer. The foliage outside his 

shelters was hammered (see photo, left) by 

the females laying eggs inside the twigs. Alt-

hough extensive damage can set back trees 

of this age, they should recover provided the 

trees have average rainfall the rest of this 

growing season. The only way to avoid this 

damage is to provide a netting over each 

tree! 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Missouri Walnut Council 
Forestry Field Day  

 

Saturday, October 12, 2024 
Butler Family Farms  

3320 West Botner Road, Columbia, MO 
 
 
The “Missouri Walnut Council Forestry Field Day” and business meeting will be held on 
Saturday, October 12, 2024, at Butler Family Farms, which is a Century Farm, and hosted by 
partner / owners Doug & Cindy Butler.  This farm has been in their family since 1867, when 
two Union soldiers from Kentucky, Jacob & William Botner purchased it following their 4 
years of service.  We are hosting this event as part of a joint meeting with the Forest and 
Woodland Association and the Missouri Society of American Foresters.  This is a great op-
portunity to learn about woodland management from landowners, foresters and forest industry 
representatives. 
 
Directions: From Rt. 63, approximately 9 miles north of I-70, turn west on Dripping Springs 
Road (see Conoco Gas Station).  Proceed west through a 4-way stop sign, to Gilbert Road 
(gravel road), left turn (south) to a “T” intersection with West Botner Road. Turn right (west) 
towards dead end.  At the very end of West Botner Road, go through double gate on south 
side and park near / around grain bin. Follow signs to meeting location. 

 

Forestry Field Day Agenda  
 
Saturday, October 12 
 

8:30 – 9:00       Meet at Doug Butler’s Tree Farm / coffee, doughnuts and conversation 
 
9:00 – Noon     AM FIELD TRIPS – 2 GROUPS if necessary 

                         (3 Programs): CRP / Walnut Selective Harvest / Upland Oak Management 
                              (40 min each including questions / 15 min travel between stops)  

                                     Wagon 1: Upland Oak – Walnut Harvest - CRP 
                                     Wagon 2: CRP – Walnut Harvest – Upland Oak 
 
Noon – 1:00     BOX LUNCH – Historic Homesite – Century Farm – “Between Chimneys”                                       

 * Missouri Chapter Walnut Council Business Mtg. 
 
1:00 – 2:30       PM FIELD TRIPS - 2 GROUPS if necessary 

                         (2 Programs): 
                          1) Test Site: MU Center of Agroforestry Improved Black Walnut (for nut yield) 
                          2) Re-populating Black Walnut Trees in fallow land 
                               (40 min each including questions  / 15 min. travel between stops) 

                                      Wagon 1: Test Site Improved Walnut – Repopulating Black Walnut Trees  
                                      Wagon 2: Repopulating Black Walnut Trees – Test Site Improved Walnut 

 
                    2:30 – 3:30      Portable Sawmill Demonstration-Wood-Mizer LT35 Hydraulic Sawmill Demo 
                                        * Cutting live edge 
                                                       * Producing saleable lumber from TSI (small diameter logs) 
                                                      * Cost / time to cut “quarter-sawn” boards 
 
                               3:30       ADJOURN   
                                                    (You are welcome to continue watching Doug operate the Wood-Mizer.)  
 
Note: This two-day meeting including this field day is a joint activity of multiple Missouri’s forest resource part-
ners: Forest and Woodland Association of Missouri (FWAM), Missouri Tree Farm Program (MTFP), the Mis-
souri Society of American Foresters (MOSAF), and the Missouri Chapter Walnut Council (MCWC). 

 
 

*          *          * 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html

