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                  May 2025 

A Word from the President: 

     Paul Heggemann 

 

I am devoting this first article to my fellow members as your incoming 

President of the Chapter to sharing My Vision of Walnut Council. 

I believe it is vitally important we understand our organization and some 

of the complexities our national leadership are dealing with right now. 
 

On pages 2, 3 and 4 are three articles titled “My Vision of Walnut 

Council”  by members John Kelsey, Bill Altman, and Dennis Evans. I en-

courage you to read their visions and give some thought to what you 

want and expect from Walnut Council. We are at a time in the life of this 

organization (55 years) where we should reflect about what do we want 

from Walnut Council to meet our personal needs and expectations? John, 

Bill and Dennis have captured their image or visions. What are your 

views? Let me hear from you. 
 

I am one of the newer members of the Missouri Chapter, so I do not yet 

know the exact positions and goals of our parent organization, Walnut Council, but I am quickly learning. 

My woodland is small but consists mainly of a few natural walnuts, white oaks, hickory and bush honeysuck-

le. I have been planting and caring for my 700 walnut plantings since 2014 but started to actively manage 

the woodland in 2020. One day it dawned on me there are 25 times more white oak and hickory trees on 

my farm that also need my care and attention.  
 

I would like to see the Council take a broader approach to all fine hardwoods even though I am a true wal-

nut tree nut! I think there is interest in including some white oak and other tree species into the field days 
that include management and care topics. I do not want the core members to disappear, but instead to 

evolve and discuss the successes and challenges of growing white oak and other hardwoods. 
 

I am suggesting we tag team with the Forest and Woodland Association of Missouri (FWAM) to get 

started with their fall field day in October. We can appeal to their members and let them know the value 

of joining Walnut Council and our interest in fine hardwoods . I believe if we attend their events with a 

large group it will also create a great opportunity to increase our membership. I am committed to steering 

our Chapter in a direction that old and new members can achieve the same goal which is to improve the 

management of our woodlands. 
 

Please let me know your opinions via my email below. I will compile them and let everyone know the out-

come and report back to our membership. I look forward to meeting you and getting to know about your 

tree farms and woodland operations soon. 

 

In closing, you are encouraged to view a few photos from our spring event in Dent County the end of 

March. Click on the link on Page 8 to see more photos from our two-day forestry field day. 

 

Paul Heggemann  
paulheggemann@gmail.com 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
mailto:paulheggemann@gmail.com
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My Vision of Walnut Council 
John Kelsey, Member, Ohio & Missouri Chapters living in West Virginia 
 

I haven’t contributed to all the “vision” work, but I have been paying atten-

tion. I have problems hearing and speaking, but I can type. I guess my 
“vision” is a bit different.  The organization's biggest asset by far is the spec-

tacular species black walnut; – the trees, the nuts, and the wood. About 2% 

of our temperate forest trees are black walnut, few of those are veneer 

quality, and almost zero of those were planted trees. What we have is the 

result of genetics and environment – nothing else. The genetics of the black 

walnut population is essentially wild, and the environment is acci-

dental. There is an incredible amount of work needed and opportunities 

obtainable to domesticate the black walnut species. I wonder what fraction 

of our efforts are toward this goal? I, for one, am not interested in growing 

just average trees. 
 

Anyway, this is where my interest lies, along with people with similar inter-

ests. When I pull into the hotel parking lot at our annual meeting and see a 

complete stranger, I immediately know he is one of us. He has grey hair, owns 

property, is driving a big gas guzzler, and has ugly shoes. That’s our narrow de-

mographic.  I’m not at all worried about the size of our membership. If we blindly want a big membership, 

we could change our focus to something else, like “Save the Planet with Black Walnut”. We would grow 

membership, but we would lose the likes of me. I have plenty of other interests, but when I come to the 

Walnut Council events, my interest is in growing and improving the Juglans nigra species, and the people 

who, like me, admire everything eastern American black walnut.  
 

Liz Jackson (Executive Director, Walnut Council) says we have 100 non-renewal members. These people 

once had enough interest and enthusiasm to send their money.  Somehow, we didn’t hit it off. I try to listen 

to new attendees. They are always attracted here by black walnut. They often have no property, but 

a dream of growing black walnut, thinking it's black gold, but understand little of BW growing, BW genetics, 

BW’s reaction to the environment, BW grades, or BW markets. We have an evolving core of long-time 

members who know these things and love teaching and preaching what they know.    
 

My image for the Walnut Council is to support black walnut research and to do our very best job (over 

and over) on the issues of growing top quality black walnut. Let the word out enough so people of 

common interest can find us. Let the membership be what it will be.  I guess basically that’s not a much dif-
ferent “vision”, but a little different focus. I’m saying: focus on research and the quality and accessibility of 

our information. Membership and finances are not trivial but they are the tail of the black walnut dog.     
 

(Note: These comments were offered by John Kelsey in response to invited discussion about his future 

“vision” for Walnut Council. See the visions of two more members on page 3.) 

 

 

*          *          * 
 

 
 

John Kelsey 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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My Vision of Walnut Council 
Bill Altman, Member, Missouri Chapter and Consulting Forester 
 

Like John Kelsey, I do not favor Walnut Council getting too far away from its 

black walnut focus. In the future I encourage a more holistic approach to manage-

ment of black walnut than what, in my view, is Walnut Council’s primary focus 

today: plantation establishment and management. Yes, I understand the benefits of 

genetically improved planting stock. 
 

Someone said at our recent spring field day that Walnut Council needs to pay 

more attention to managing existing naturally regenerated black walnut trees and 

stands. I immediately agreed. Most natural stands of black walnut around Missouri 

go untended or poorly tended. There is so much potential benefit to be realized 

by managing natural stands and at a much lower cost than plantation establish-

ment.. When communicating about black walnut and its management, Walnut 

Council should not forget to include the potential of natural stands in our messag-
ing. In my view Walnut Council needs to encourage management of these natural 

stands before plantation establishment is promoted when talking with woodland landowners.   

 

Additionally, I think there are a lot of benefits of black walnut trees that have yet to be discovered. As these 

benefits are found they will be part of our promotional toolbox. But who is doing this research? There are 

likely little known or talked about benefits of the black walnut species that would appeal to the younger 

generations more than veneer production. It may be delving into the unique ecological benefits of black wal-

nut . Do we know all of these benefits? What cures for disease might arise from more research work on all 

parts of the black walnut tree. But who is doing the research? Walnut Council should be a major catalyst 

for more research of the black walnut species in the future.  
 

My Vision of Walnut Council 
Dennis Evans, Past President, Missouri Chapter 
 

I have been a member of Walnut Council over twenty-five years. I joined 

during before the internet, generic glyphosate, pollinator plantings or con-

cerns of global warming. Priorities change over time, so must the Walnut 

Council. I have a long-term vision...since I grow trees!  
 

My vision is that the organization changes our focus to management of all 

hardwood timber and that owning woodland is not just for monetary gains. 

During our field day in March several nonmembers attended to see the Pio-

neer Forest operations. When we asked to join Walnut Council their com-

mon response for not joining is they do not grow walnut trees. The Walnut Council name is too narrow of 

a description today to capture our focus in managing fine hardwoods. Our original organization name from 

1970 is hindering the appeal of non-walnut growing owners. The value of membership must be perceived to 

be greater than the cost. So, how do we do this? Here are four concepts I believe Walnut Council must im-

plement soon for us to be a viable organization in the future. 
 

• Walnut Council must become recognized by the forest industry, conservation groups, and government 

agencies as a one-stop provider consolidating the latest research and management recommendations for 

our members including other key topics of interest to them like wildlife management, 

• We must have a usable website while incorporating social media into our outreach efforts to engage 

younger members,  

• We must assist new members with woodland management techniques while fostering camaraderie, plus  

• The a newly organized Walnut Council must have engaging, locally led, regional field days along with oc-

casional state-wide meetings to reduce our member’s time and travel costs to learn new skills. 
 

I reflect on the key members who are no longer with us. New members are essential to the future of this 

organization. In the next 25 years, I may be one of the members who is no longer with us.  

Dennis Evans 

Bill Altman 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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After a quarter of a century of development, 

the University of Missouri Center for Agro-

forestry made a significant step toward a long

-term goal of furthering the black walnut in-

dustry in Missouri with a recent patent for its 

first black walnut cultivar — The UM-

CA® “Hickman” Walnut. 
 

“One of our goals is to generate a regional 

tree nut industry for Missouri,” MU Center 

for Agroforestry Interim Director Ron Re-

vord said. “We are really well-positioned to 

do this with our River Hills soils and favorable 

climate, especially in comparison to the 

broader Midwest.” 
 

Development of the UMCA® “Hickman” began with Mark Coggeshall, former faculty in the Center for Ag-

roforestry. Coggeshall led the Black Walnut Improvement Program from the early 2000s until Revord took 

over the project in 2019. UMCA® “Hickman” was chosen as the first cultivar to be patented within the 

species for kernel production — for food production as opposed to timber production — because its 

characteristics make it uniquely suited to tree nut orchard production. In particular, this cultivar showed 

high rates of spur-bearing. Ultimately, this means that the tree produces more nuts for harvest, especially 

earlier in its life, giving producers opportunity for improved return on investment. 
 

“The Center for Agroforestry invested in these tree nut species, i.e., black walnut, chestnut, hazelnut, pe-

can, and their improvement because they are a vehicle for novel agroforestry design,” Revord said. 

“Producing these tree nuts in mixed species agroforestry system configurations, like alley cropping, creates 

greater realized value from selling tree nuts annually, say as opposed to deferred value from a timber-base 

system, which is many decades delayed. This can make a strong economic case for grower adoption of ag-

roforestry.” 
 

The patent on the UMCA® “Hickman” Walnut is a major milestone in creating that opportunity for grow-

ers as it allows for licensing the cultivar to be sold at nurseries, Revord said. 
 

Achieving that milestone inspired its name. The Hickman House, built in 1819, sits on the property of the 

Horticulture and Agroforestry Research Farm (HARF) in New Franklin that the Center for Agroforestry 

calls home. It is one of the state’s oldest, intact brick houses. 
 

Since receiving the patent, Revord and the team at the Center for Agroforestry have been working hard to 

bring it to commercial availability. Licensing to sell the cultivar is already in place, and faculty and staff are 

working to increase nursery supplies using micropropagation in a tissue culture lab on campus. While tissue 

culture holds promise, it will require research to develop efficient methods, and master’s student Jericha 

Hervey is beginning shoot initiation and multiplication studies this spring. Revord believes it will greatly help 

scale availability of UMCA® “Hickman” Walnut plants for nurseries around the state and country. 

MU Center for Agroforestry patents first black walnut cultivar, mark-

ing a milestone for Missouri’s tree nut industry 

Shannon Beck, MU Center for Agroforestry  
 

The newly patented "Hickman" Walnut (shown below) is a key step toward expanding Missouri's black 

walnut industry, offering greater economic opportunities for growers through improved nut production. 

 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Tree Shearing Helps in War on Invasives 
Jim Ball, NW Regional Landowner Representative, Missouri Chapter Walnut Council 
 

Tree farmers are experiencing the seemingly never-ending war 

against invasive species in and around our native and plantation for-

ests. I recently completed a 35.6-acre project to complete the brush 

management practice under my Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CSP) contract with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice. The contract focused on killing autumn olive (AO) and multiflo-

ra rose (MFR). 
 

This battleground on my war with invasives is native forest along 

multiple, winding wet weather streams and ravines in the middle of a 

25-year-old oak plantation. I estimate I had to treat 3 miles of forest 

edge that was prolific with AO and MFR.  I never counted the plants, 

but there were several hundred at least. (The screen shot to the 

right captures most of this project. The bright green strips are 

where the native forest is contaminated with the AO and MFR). 

These strips of trees mostly range between 50 to 150 yds in width. 
Some strips have very good black walnut trees with a few hundred 

being high value merchantable trees.  
 

Controlling the competition from unwanted brush and trees is criti-

cal from both an economic and aesthetic points of view. Eliminating 

AO and MFR while encouraging the establishment of more wildlife 

friendly shrubs and vegetation is the objective of my CSP contract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have tried foliar spraying both invasives over sev-

eral years with mixed results. Remedy (active in-

gredient is Triclopyr 4) is very effective as a foliar 

spray on young plants, but it has been my experi-

ence larger plants often resprout after a year. 

Worse yet is the fact resprouting will likely contin-

ue later. My father said some species are sneaky. 

Some plants can seemingly hide and suddenly be-

come noticeable in the forest only when they are 

several years old and larger in size. We never had 

AO in my father’s day, but his description fits AO to a 

tee. I keep finding bushes the size of a pickup truck in 

parts of my farm.   
 

What I have had good luck with elsewhere on our ranch is either cut stump or basal bark treatments with a 

20% solution of Remedy in diesel for both methods.  I believe cut stump works best, but basal bark spraying 

is good also. Unfortunately, once these species reach a large size, cutting the stumps with a chain saw can be 
a challenge. If you only have a few plants, it can be done, but this technique is not practical on a larger scale. 

Image Above - Area of 

invasives treated using 

a tree shear. 

Photo Above - Cutting a large, multi 

branch autumn olive with a tree shear. 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Continued from Page 5 - 
 

 

I did have to resort to using a backpack sprayer 

to get down the steep creek banks and basal 

spray those invasives.  As you probably know, 

basal treatment consists of spraying all the 

woody structure between the root crown and 

about 18 inches above when using the 20% Rem-

edy in diesel mix. Using the tree sheer and skid 

steer on this large site will give me a lot of data 

to share with you in a year or so on the effec-

tiveness of this technique. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may not have ready access to a skid steer with a tree shear attachment.  However, I imagine there are 

a number of contractors in your area who can do this work, or you can probably rent the equipment and 

do it yourself. If you have not previously operated a skid steer, you will discover that learning to drive one 

becomes intuitive rapidly since they are similar to operating a zero-turn lawn mower. Learning how to op-

erate the tree shear is also straightforward.  Just doing a quick Google search, I think these rigs are available 

for less than $50 per hour on a daily basis and available at even cheaper rates if you rent them for a week. 

You will quickly see the benefits from your labor savings alone making this not-so-inexpensive equipment 

more economical.  

 

 

*          *          * 

 

Photo Left - Spraying the stump 

while lifting the whole plant. 

Photo Above - Lifting the cut stump. 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Hardwood Market Update 

Hardwood Review Forecasting 
With China’s 125% tariff on U.S. lumber and 100% ban on U.S. log imports, virtually nothing will ship directly 

to China in the coming months, though some portion of that displaced volume will ultimately make it to 

China via transshipments through other markets. However, it will take some months for supply chains to 

figure out workarounds, as they did during the first trade war, and the initial shock to the market could be 

significant for species heavily dependent on lumber and/or log ex-ports to China, like Red Oak, Ash, Cherry 

and Walnut. And, with Canada being the second-largest global buyer for each of these species, its own tariff 

on U.S. lumber won’t help. 

Ash and Cherry production are low enough that price declines won’t likely be large. Nor is the Chinese log 

ban likely to push Walnut lumber production high enough to tank lumber prices; in part, because China has 

long dominated global demand for Walnut lumber, so moving significantly higher production volumes would 

be difficult. However, Red Oak is the most abundant, most produced and most exported U.S. species. To 

sustain recent Red Oak price gains, mills will need to reduce production or quickly find new homes for the 

15 MMBF of lumber and 15,000 m3 of logs that were moving to China every month. 

White Oak 

Last week, Rep. Andy Barr (R-KY-06) reintroduced the White Oak Resilience Act (H.R. 2405). The 
measure empowers the Department of the Interior and the U.S. Forest Service to lead white oak res-
toration projects. It establishes a White Oak Restoration Fund to support public-private partnerships 
focused on regeneration, reforestation, and long-term sustainability of this critical hardwood species 
that is the lifeblood of the bourbon industry in Mr. Barr's home state. 

The legislation enjoys bipartisan support and passed the House last Congress. 

Resource: 

Rep. Barr Press Release 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://forestresources.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe05627ee296370dad39e8d7e&id=3ed901432d&e=9f15508026
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Missouri Chapter Walnut Council  - Spring Forestry Field Day 

PHOTOS 

 

Photo Above - Outgoing President, 

Dennis Evans (left) with incoming 

President, Paul Heggemann. 

Photo Above - Discus-

sions at Todd Kinerk walnut 

plantation. 
 

Photos Right & Below - 

Views during the Pioneer 

Forest tour Saturday, March 

29, 2025, near Salem, in 

Dent County, Missouri. 

Click on the link below to view photos taken during 

our spring forestry field day in Dent County Friday 

and Saturday, March 28th and 29th, 2025. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Ux8Bozzp3oLmbPiE7 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Ux8Bozzp3oLmbPiE7

