August 2025

Missouri Chapter News

Walnut Council: Growing Walnut and Other Fine Hardwoods

The national walnut council meeting was held in Rockford, lllinois July
27- 29th. Over 140 guest and presenters attended which included 32
first time registrants. Members from Missouri included: Fred and
Mitchell Crouse, Dusty Walter, John Buchanan Richard Martin and Paul Heggemann.
Several meetings were held over the three days. During the Walnut Council busi-
ness meeting we learned the next national meetings are going to be Indiana in 2026
and Missouri in 2027. And we discussed fund raisers and how to generate badly
needed funding. Another sessions delt with how to increase and retain membership.

A Word from the President:
Paul Heggemann

The field day was at the Al Goetsch tree farm which was donated to the council
several years ago. The property is 30 acres of the most beautiful walnut trees | per-
sonally have seen. Al had a timber sale in 2018 and he sold 58 walnut trees. All wal-
nuts were 28” diameter and larger. The sale also included two white oaks, six black
oaks, and six dead snag walnut trees. The sale was open to timber buyers and the
winning bid was $220,400 harvesting only 27 acres. The farm is being evaluated for regeneration to possibly
have another sale in the future.

The presentations that stood out in my opinion was “The Bat Friendly Forest” by Dr. Lizz Beilke. She
gave the group a whole new understanding of bats and their unique characteristics and importance to the
forest. A presentation on using drones in the forestry industry was extremely interesting on how the
drones can navigate and record timber in such an accurate and efficient operation. Mike Woolery gave an
excellent presentation on walnut tree crop release and thinning at the Goetsch property. This demonstra-
tion included monitoring growth through crown competition and how this can be very helpful deciding
when to thin and which trees to remove. Charlie Warner spoke on the challenges of small diameter walnut
thinnings and how to utilize this resource.

Goetsch Walnut Thinning
The meeting concluded with a silent auction and
closing remarks by our new President, Casey Calvin
from the lllinois Chapter.
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in relation to numbers of trees per acre before and after this thinning.
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Woodland Mentor Promotion
Brian Schweiss, Sustainable Forestry Specialist, MU School of
Natural Resources

Over 35,000 timber sales are estimated to have taken place in Mis-
souri over the last 5 years on private land. Yet only, 9% of landowners

sought assistance from a Department of Conservation forester and 4% *Y)

from private consulting forester. (According to the National Wood-
land Owners Survey)

Landowners often look to other landowners for information. That is
why MU Extension, and the Missouri Department of Conservation
have partnered to form a Woodland Mentor Program. Missouri’s
woods are one of our greatest natural assets, but good stewardship
doesn’t happen by accident. The Missouri Woodland Mentor program
will connect landowners with others who have real, on-the-ground
experience and a shared passion for healthy forests. George Kipp,
Forestry Program Supervisor with the Missouri Department of Con-
servation, is excited about the program. “By pairing passion with prac-
tical know-how, we can help more Missourians care for their forests
for generations to come”.

The program will leverage the outreach efforts of Call Before You Cut
(CBYC) to assist in identifying landowners looking for a mentor. Kipp
states that 44% of landowners requesting CBYC information also ex-
press interest in a landowner mentor.

Woodland Mentors are:
* Landowners with experience caring for their woods,
* They are Knowledgeable about Missouri woods, and most of all

Photo Above: Fred Crouse
mentors fellow Missouri Walnut
Council members on improving
the growing conditions in an un-
managed walnut plantation.

* They are passionate about nature and helping others take care of nature.

Mentors can share their experiences with landowners. Answer questions or address concerns landowners

may have.They may also recommend appropriate resources for further

assistance.To be a mentor, landown-

ers must be actively engaged in managing their lands and attend a series of training sessions.Ten sessions
have been developed to run once a month via webinars or Zoom meetings. Sessions will begin in January.
According to Brian Schweiss, Sustainable Forestry Specialist with MU Extension, the training will offer a

statewide perspective of resource concerns from

to implement practices.

taking our survey. Let us know what you think.Th

To access the survey, use the QR code.

endangered species to forest prod-

ucts and provide tools for mentors to assist landowners in planning and deciding how

Connecting with a forester or experienced landowner can help ensure good manage-
ment is taking place. Perhaps becoming a woodland mentor is right for you. Consider

e survey will help us understand the

level of interest people have in the program and how we can best deliver the program.

Not a fan of on-line surveys, no problem, email me at schweissb@missouril.edu or call 573.882.4775 and

| will be happy to assist.

Not sure you want to be a mentor.The training is open to all, and you can decide later.
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Utilizing Genetics to Grow Improved Hardwoods
James McKenna, Forestry Consultant

If you decide to grow your own walnut seedlings, or seedlings of other fine hardwoods, consider the
sources of the genetics. Growing quality trees begins with the genetics from quality trees. Genetics can help
ensure your seedlings will mature into the trees meeting your expectations. For timber, select well growing,
locally adapted, quality timber trees as your seed source. Locate a variety of trees with those criteria and
begin gathering and preparing nuts from only those trees.

The more seed parents in your mix, the better. Maximize your growing potential by NOT collecting all your
seed from a single tree which may actually be a poor performer. It is said 50 trees in a mix approach 95% of
the population’s genetic diversity, and 500 trees approaches 99%.

Photos, Left: Hulling walnuts is easy
for us. | keep track of walnuts from indi-
vidual trees using circular hoses on my
shop floor. Then, | run over those nuts
several times with a small tractor to sep-
arate hulls from the nuts.

Walnuts — :
Cleaning in the FS
U.S.A. 2

Photos, Right: We further remove hull
tissue on grated metal screen tables and
with hulling machines. Once cleaned, we put
the nuts in |-bushel mesh sacks to air dry
and cure.

Photos Above: Here we are protecting hazel nuts from rodents in wooden boxes
with 1/2” hardware cloth screens. Once the seedlings are large enough, the screens can
be removed allowing the plants to grow and mature for transplanting.
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This quarter we are introducing a new feature in the chapter newsletter. The "Tricks of the Trade™ series will high-

light quick tips submitted by fellow Walnut Council members on how to best manage your woodland. From planting

to TSI to harvest, if you have an idea you would like to share, please submit the tip to: MOWalnutCouncil@gmail.com

Tricks of the Trade

Article by Aaron Twombly - Member since 2013

Like most woodland owners we spend a great deal
of time conducting timber stand improvement (TSI)
and removing invasive species on our property.
Things like bush honeysuckle and autumn olive are
especially troublesome. We have found the cut
stump treatment to be effective in removing unde-
sirable species, but it has its problems. Here’s how
the process usually goes. My wife or | dawn nitrile
gloves and pick up a bottle of Tordon® RTU or oth-
er appropriate herbicide. The other person uses a
pair of hand pruners or a saw to cut the stem off,
and finally the person with the herbicide applies it to
the cut stump.

The last step is where the problem comes in. After
just a couple hours of work, the side of the bottle
and gloves are covered with herbicide that has run
off of the tip, some of the herbicide has inadvertent-
ly gone on the ground because some of the stumps
are too small to accurately apply too, and the per-
son with the herbicide is at the mercy of the person
with the pruners and unable to find and treat other
undesirables. The results are the same, regardless of
whether we are using the quart bottle of Tordon®
or a small two ounce squeeze bottle. At the end of
the day too much herbicide has been wasted and
landed on the ground and together we have proba-
bly wasted 30% of our time vs. if we could work
separately. At least | feel grateful for the nitrile
gloves, but it shows why one person is in charge of
the herbicide, otherwise our tools would get cov-
ered with herbicide. We've also considered the
hand held spray bottle approach, but for small
stumps even more herbicide would end up in the
soil.

This is where my new favorite tool comes in. Frus-
trated with this approach | recently purchase a 12
pack of 2-ounce marker bottles with dauber tip and
cap ($25.21, Amazon ID BOO7TIEG6U). These
bottles are typically meant for art projects with tem-
pera paint, but they work great for applying herbi-
cides. Just fill the bottle with a funnel, insert the
dauber tip, and screw on the cap. You can even refill
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them. When you're ready to treat a cut stump just press
the cloth dauber on the stump. You can let gravity do
the work if you only need a little herbicide or you can
squeeze the bottle if more is needed. The tip has a valve
so herbicide only comes out when you push it against
something. So from treating only the sapwood of a 6”
stump to a toothpick sized sprout of bush honeysuckle
you get the herbicide exactly where you want it with no
waste and no mess. Best of all, you can carefully put the
cap back on and put
the bottle in your
pocket. Do not try
that with your other
herbicide covered bot-
tles. The ability to keep
the bottle clean is pos-
sibly the best feature
of all. The felt tip
wears out eventually,
but they hold up well.

We rely on standard
herbicide mixes for
treating woody plants.
Only the volume we

You may prefer to
ave multiple bottles
Mlabeled with your fa-
orite herbicides so
ou are ready for
ost situations.

hen we are walking
Athrough our woods
nd stumble upon an
vasive plant we al-
have a hand
, pocket saw,

cover a new honey-
suckle bush or an autumn olive, we are ready for them!

Always read and follow herbicide labels. It’s the
LAW!
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ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI

REGISTER TODAY!
WOODLAND OWNERS CONFERENCE

Friday, October 3 - Saturday, October 4
Mountain Grove, MO

Click Here to Register: ForestandWoodland

The Woodland Owners Conference will be held in Mountain Grove, MO on Friday,
October 3 - Saturday, October 4.

Herbicide Prices
October Field Day
You can purchase three herbicide products for timber stand improvement at our actual cost by contacting
Fred Crouse, Consulting Forester, (moforest@outlook.com) by Friday September 19th. These
products reflect August 14 prices at Van Diest Supply Company; tax is included. Actual prices may vary.
We recommend placing your product order soon then paying the actual price at the event.

Pathway is $50/gallon available only in 2.5-gallon containers for $125.00.

A case is 2 — 2.5-gallon containers for $250.00.

|Remedy Ultra is $72.50/gallon

A case is 4 — |-gallon containers for $290.00.

|Glyphosate is $13.85/gallon available only in 2.5-gallon containers for $34.63.

“Chemical Warehouse” Online herbicide purchasing option. Quality name-brand products; reliable; currently
no shipping charges. Excellent location to do comparison herbicide shopping.

Contact: 1-877-272-0244 or via Internet at: www.ChemicalWarehouse.com
Monday - Friday - 9AM - 4PM CST; 6650 US Highway 54 Osage Beach, MO 65065.

About Missouri Chapter News

Missouri Chapter News is distributed to members of the Missouri Chapter, Walnut Council and guests. The newsletter is intended
to keep members informed about timely events while also distributing general information about the management of fine hard-
woods. Members are encouraged to provide feedback about this outreach approach and suggest topics for future issues. Com-
ments and suggestions can be emailed to Bob Ball, newsletter editor. During the year we will also distribute “technical articles”

on specific topics of interest to woodland landowners. Both the newsletters and technical articles are being archived at our
chapter website.
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Evaluating White Oak Logs

Scott Brundage, Past Member

Over the years, Scott Brundage, wrote many articles
on all aspects of woodland management. A few of his
longer papers are posted at our chapter website un-
der “Missouri Technical Articles”. Many of his arti-
cles are archived in hardcopy in my office. In honor of
Scott’s desire to continually educate us, | am sharing
this paper on his behalf written in 2014. Please
note, quoted prices are now dated. (Bob Ball)

“Scaley or flaky bark on white oak trees indicates
better quality logs than blocky bark. Blocky bark
seems to show old or slow growth and, over mature
trees which can mean dotty wood, shake, minerals or
all three. With slow growth the odds go up there will
be a mineral problem. Medium growth rates are bet-
ter than slow growth rates. | have sold fast growing
trees (1/4” growth rings or |/2” per year annual
growth) for as much as $5.00 per board foot. In fact,
one 26” DBH tree in Ohio sold for $6.00 in 2014. |
have seen fast growth exported logs, but ring uni-
formity is more important than growth rates.
Growth rings on a poor white oak log may show
slow growth, then fast growth, slow growth, etc.
throughout the life of the tree.

In my opinion when selling white oak, it is best to
have the logs on the ground if the logging site has a
history of livestock grazing or fire. Timber buyers use
a lot of guess work when buying on the stump in
those growing conditions so their prices are usually
lower. The contrasting view to that approach is sell
all timber on the stump and let the log buyer deter-
mine the value before any trees are cut.

It is possible to have white oak veneer on the Ist,
2nd, or even 3rd logs. Butt logs are obviously the
most common veneer logs, but | have sold many 2
log veneer trees in Ohio and Indiana timber sales.

Years ago notch cut felling was not a problem if the
notch is not too severe and there is enough trim in
the butt log. However, today loggers typically use the
“plunge cut” method that avoids “splinter pull”
when the tree falls. Splinter pull shows up in veneer
slices as a fuzzy area which veneer buyers do not like.

Veneer logs must be straight. The best logs will have
no defects on four sides, but logs with three clear
sides are often acceptable although the price per
board foot will be less. The best veneer logs are
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Photo Above: The white oak crop tree on the
right is at a growth stage where it is really in-
creasing in volume and value. Future crop trees
in this stand would benefit from thinning or mid-
story oak management.

straight, clean, and large. One veneer company
prefers 18” to 20” DIB (diameter inside the bark
at the small end) and 12’ logs. The last three ve-
neer mills | visited had 13’ veneer slicers, but
some slicers today can handle 14’ logs.

The best white oak log lengths are either 8 - 6”
minimum, 10’ - 2” or 12’ - 2” in length. The long-
er odd lengths on 8’ logs is because on small di-
ameter logs (14” or 15” logs) the mill cuts 99.5
inch panels and they refer to this as “100 inch
logs”. This buyer on longer logs only needed a 2
inch trim. Personally, | always used a 3” trim mini-
mum just to be safe. Occasionally, a veneer buyer
may have a minimum log length of 7’ - 6”, but that
length is rare.

The average price on 13” to |15” DIB logs was
$1.25 and 16” to 20” logs $1.80 per board foot
The price on larger logs of 21” to 24” was $2.50
with a range of $2.00 to $4.00 per board foot.”
Note: These were 2014 prices in Ohio.
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