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A Few Trees Require Extra Care
Bob Ball, Member, Missouri Chapter

| rediscovered this photo in my gallery and wanted to share it with
you. This is hardwood tree pruning season, and my photo makes a key
point often overlooked when pruning. A few trees require extra care.

Corrective pruning focuses on selecting a strong, straight central leader and
removing selected unwanted and competing branches on the butt log or
tree stem. Which branches to remove, how to correctly remove them and
when is discussed in articles posted on our chapter website under the
heading "Pruning Articles". However, the point | want to make today is there
are trees needing special attention using splints or creative taping to form a
straight leader. | am opting to ignore the offset in the base of this stem.
Over time the concave side (right side) will fill in forming a straight stem.

This approach is not practical for large numbers of trees and it should be
limited to adjustments you can make standing next to the tree. No lad-
ders...unless it's a special tree maybe near your buildings. i.e. show trees!
The alternative to splinting is coppicing or cutting the tree at ground level.
Manage the sprouts selecting one sprout next growing year to replace the =
poorly shaped tree you have now. You will be amazed how quickly the tree regains its original height.

Splinting requires tape, possibly a knife to cut tape you cannot tear, and splints, plus existing branches need-
ed for support. Splints can be made from cane poles, tree stakes from wood or other material (as shown in
this photo), PVC pipe, rebar, dowel rods and then the field expedient technique of cutting a strong, straight
non crop tree stem or branch onsite with the length needed to support the tree leader needing extra care.

You are not going to pack these supplies around with you while pruning, so plan on storing them in a vehicle
or a bucket near your work area. This photo shows my use of an oak tree stake that | pulled from a nearby
tree no longer needing support. Use tape that holds, can easily be torn and preferably has bright color. You
need to find the splints next growing season and potentially remove the entire splint. Occasionally | may
leave a splint on for two years, but leaving it on longer can restrict the stem growth.

Once the splint is in place remove unwanted branches and cut back branches competing with your central
leader by 6" to ensure dominance in your leader. Caution: do not begin removing branches until the splint is
fully secured because you may need those branches for support!

| prefer using small roles of masking tape in bright colors, but they are hard to find. Do not walk around
with a new, large roll of silver masking tape. It is heavy and awkward to manipulate through branches. The
product is fine, but look for small diameter rolls. | have used a lot of electrical tape as shown in this photo. It
is easy to find in the store and the bright colors make it easy to see in the plantation. However, you must
use a knife to cut it...something else to take with you which is a disadvantage of using electrical tape.

The rewards are well worth the effort provided the tree has potential and it is your crop tree at that loca-
tion. If so the process offsets your time to improve it. Once the splinting phase is over remove all unwanted
branches. In this photo branches were removed over two years leaving a straight black walnut stem.
Continue to prune this tree for several years until it reaches roughly 7-8” in diameter. You will be pleased!
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