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Welcome: 

A hearty welcome to all of those that have joined the Walnut Council recently. We welcome 
your membership and appreciate your interest in joining our organization. We are a friendly 
bunch, so you will enjoy the friendship and fellowship, along with increasing your 
knowledge about planting trees and managing timber. 

To those of you that have been long time Walnut Council members, we thank you for your 
continued support and loyalty to the Walnut Council. You already know the benefits of 
belonging to an organization that emphasizes gaining knowledge and improving ones ability 
to properly manage everything to do with production forestry. 

An Apology: 

The board would like to apologize to all our members for lacking any correspondence with 
you directly for some period of time. Ray Wilson was a loyal and dedicated Bulletin Editor 
for some time, and he decided to give up the newsletter position. Unfortunately, no one 
else “stepped up to the plate” and thus we had a gap in you receiving a newsletter. At the 
board meeting, I agreed that I might do the newsletter, but my standard operating 
procedure is that I needed a contract, and even though I’m almost 94 years old, I asked for 
a 10-year contract. They refused; thus I am technically positioned as the interim newsletter 
writer.  

Indiana Chapter of the Walnut Council Board of Directors Report: 

The Indiana Chapter of the Walnut Council was formed in 1994 down at Johnson Park near 
Camp Atterbury. We have been blessed with a lot of good leadership over all this time since 
our founding. The board meets sometime during January each year to look after the 
chapters’ business and plan for the upcoming events sponsored by the chapter. We met 
last month in Lafayette, Indiana and the following Walnut Council members were present:  

 President: Claude Diehl, Warsaw, Indiana 

 Vice President: Vacant 

 Secretary: Steve Felt, Greenwood, Indiana 



 Treasurer: Jim McKenna, West Lafayette, Indiana 

 Board member: John Roark, Pittsboro, Indiana 

 Board member: Gordon Smith, Marion, Indiana 

 Board member: Raoul Moore, Crawfordsville, Indiana 

 Board member: Ray Wilson, Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

Treasurer, Jim McKenna reported that we have $13,326 in total assets with $9,000 of that 
invested in a CD.  

The Board agreed to donate $500 to the Walnut Council to help cover their expenses for the 
upcoming annual meeting, at Claude Diehl’s farm in Warsaw, Indiana.  

The board voted to give $500 to sponsor a student to attend the annual Walnut Council 
meeting. The student is chosen by the collective decision of the board and given to a 
Purdue student who is highly motivated to work in Indiana Forestry and hopefully become a 
member of the Walnut Council. 

The board moved to give $625 to sponsor one teacher to attend the Natural Resources 
Teachers Institute. About 20 teachers spend the better part of the week getting deeply 
involved in all things forestry. The Institute is held at the Jackson Monroe Conference 
facility and this has proved to be a very popular and effective way to get some people in the 
teaching realm to have some knowledge about production forestry.  

Mark Your Calendars for April 25, 2026: 

Plan to attend our Spring Field Day at the Norris Farm on April 25, 2026, a property that has 
been given to the Walnut Council, located 3 miles west of Thorntown, Indiana.  

We will have our usual breakfast available at the beginning of the meeting with coffee, milk, 
orange juice, and donuts from the Flour Mill Bakery in Rossville that some people say are 
the best donuts around.  

Our noon lunch will be served with several varieties of hearty sandwiches from Great 
Harvest here in Lafayette, Indiana and we will have plenty of potato chips, apples, cookies, 
and candy. 

Plan to bring your own chairs. We will have plenty of water available. If you want something 
other than Ice Mountain water feel free to bring any drink of your choice. 



We have a benefactor who is subsidizing the cost of the meeting so the registration fee will 
only be $5. In the next 2-3 weeks you will be receiving a registration announcement, so you 
can register for the day, and we can organize our affairs to accommodate the number of 
people attending the meeting.  

The program will cover a lot of topics, tree planting, proper tree pruning, the thinning of pole 
size walnut trees, etc. More details about the program will accompany the registration 
announcement.  

There is a pond on the farm, and the south side of the property is bordered by Sugar Creek. 
Feel free to bring your fishing pole if you wish and you are more than welcome to fish the 
pond and on Sugar Creek. We will have a trail through the woods so you can walk down to 
Sugar Creek.  

If you would be so inclined you would be welcome to stay on the campground after the 
meeting and enjoy your Saturday evening and sometime Sunday at the Norris woods. 

If there is any topic that would be of particular interest to you and you would like to have 
discussed, please let me know (Hugh Pence: 765-742-4269) and I’ll see that request is 
forwarded onto the program chairman.  

We know that some of you could have an interest in becoming more involved in our 
organization. We would love to have any member come forward that has an interest on 
serving on the board, and we would encourage anyone to help contribute some “new 
blood” to the board. Contact our President, Claude Diehl at 8315 State Rd. 26 West, West 
Lafayette, Indiana 47906, or by email at diehl421@gmail.com . 

Walnut Council Membership Numbers: 

Our chapter is blessed with 104 members. As of this writing, the National Walnut Council 
has 571 members. Obviously we are one of the bigger chapters belonging to the Walnut 
Council and again, we thank you for your membership.  

Recent Timber Sales: 

These sales are courtesy of Tom Crowe, professional consulting forester out of Allen 
County.  

• Dekalb County: 30 trees $139,000 
• Elkhart County: 92 trees $320,000 
• La Grange County: 15 trees $85,000 
• La Grange County: 71 trees $249,000 
• Allen County: 33 trees $145,000 
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Other Field Days Available to Attend: 

There will be a field day in Mt. Carmel, Illinois, which is a joint meeting of the Illinois and 
Indiana chapters of the Walnut Council. The date is February 28th and if you have an 
interest in attending please contact Phil Woolery at 765-496-5013.  

The Michigan Chapter will be holding their spring meeting April 18, 2026, near Augusta, 
Michigan. Here again if you have any interest in attending call Phil Woolery and we might 
figure out some way to carpool to either meeting in Mt. Carmel, Illinois or Augusta, 
Michigan. 

 

Walnut Council 2026 Annual Meeting 

July 26-28, 2026 
Fairfield Inn/Center Lake Pavilion 
Warsaw, Indiana 

The field tours will be looking at a seed orchard using scion wood from veneer trees on the 
property. There are also planting and natural forests to observe and learn from. 

Warsaw in part of northern Indiana lake country. It is also close to Amish country so there 
are a variety of things for the whole family to see. 

 

 



Norris Farm Update: 

HISTORY: The farm was given to the Walnut Council by a gentleman named Jim Norris. His 
three daughters had no interest in the property, so “out of the blue” he decided to donate 
the property to the Walnut Council. A very gracious gesture on his part. 

General Description: The property is a total of 45 acres, perhaps half upland soil and the 
other half in the flood plain of Sugar Creek, which is the boundary on the south side of the 
farm. The upland portion of this farm was farmed, and Jim planted that area to mostly 
walnut trees and a few mixed hardwoods. It is an excellent walnut tree site, and these trees 
are growing quite satisfactorily. The river bottom area of the property consists mostly of 
cottonwood, sycamore, and soft maple. We had a very light timber sale about 10 years ago, 
selling trees out of the river bottom area and the trees left in that area are mostly 12-18 
inches in diameter.  

There is a nice campground area on the property, well maintained, and an acre and a half 
pond.  

Location: The farm is located 3 miles west of Thorntown, Indiana, or about 40 miles 
northwest of Indianapolis. It is easily accessible from Indiana Highway 47.  

Additional Information: We have a very nice sign at the County Road. It is the same size and 
design as on the Walton property near Delphi, Indiana and the Goetsch property near 
Beloit, Wisconsin. Of course, the sign is located at the entrance and is positioned so that 
the general public is well acquainted with who owns the property. The gate to the property 
is set back off the road so a truck and trailer or a log truck can safely pull off the County 
Road access. The lane to the campground is well cleared and two car widths wide, so when 
we have a meeting there is parking for about 20 cars along the lane.  

We inherited a slightly oversized garage, basically described as a “quirky” structure, built 
out of probably used materials. The roof leaks a bit, and the decision was made that we 
can’t justify a “first class” building so this structure is slowly deteriorating.  

There is a buried electrical line back to the building, not in use, but could easily be made 
active whenever one thought necessary.  

The campground area is a perfectly level area, large enough to accommodate many tents 
and/or motorized campers. The campground is about 200 yards off the road, very private. 

There is a 150-foot, 4 inch well on the property, with ample flowage and very good water. 
The well water is accessible with a hand pump, with the lift area down in the well so water 
is available under all weather conditions.  



There is a brand new 12-foot picnic table that can easily accommodate a large family.  

The pond on the property is about 1.5 acres in size and receives no management. To be 
totally usable during the summer months it would need some attention to keep the 
Duckweed off the pond. There are bass, blue gill, and channel cats in the pond and it would 
be quite fishable late spring, early summer or late in the fall. 

The woods are leased to a deer hunter who has total use of the property. He maintains the 
lane and the campground.  

Management Activities: Shortly after we acquired the farm, some timber stand 
improvements were performed, and a light timber sale also occurred. Since that time, we 
have had a hit or miss honeysuckle removal program, but this last fall some Purdue 
students completely cleaned up the honeysuckle, autumn olive, and multi-flora rose. We 
will go through the property this late summer and fall giving the entire property the second 
year treatment for the honeysuckle.  

There are several trails through the woods, giving good access when working on the 
property.  

The walnut plantation portion of the farm needs to have some thinning, which we may 
incorporate into an activity for a spring field day.  

Availability: This property is owned for the benefit of the Walnut Council and Walnut 
Council members. This means you are welcome to visit the property anytime. It is also 
available to be used as a campsite for any member who would want to take advantage of 
that opportunity. You can contact Phil Woolery our executive secretary to make a 
reservation. His phone number is: 765-496-5013.  

The Norris Farm is a Walnut Council property for everyone to enjoy! 

Some Management Thoughts: 

 What to do with a bigger limb that you should have taken off at some earlier period 
 of time? 

I was giving a pruning talk at an annual meeting in Missouri, and the subject came up as to 
what to do with a bigger limb that was left on a tree. At some point above a first log, at least 
8 foot in length. A limb like that is rather unattractive to a walnut tree grower, and I 
suggested that I would feel better taking the limb off the tree. A logger in the audience 
made the comment, “we have chainsaws too”. He made the comment that limb would 
preclude any additional height in the log and that the log when harvest would be cut right 
below where the limb was attached to the tree. Quite often there could be another log 



above where the limb was attached. If the limb was left one he could possibly add to the 
leaf area of the tree and perhaps be a sight plus for the growth of the tree. On the other 
hand, the limb could be shaded out and eventually would die. In that case the tree would 
eventually drop the limb and seal the limb scar itself. One thing we know about walnut 
trees is they compartmentalize a limb scar quite readily and any damage to the main trunk 
is minimized. With that said, it is your call as to what to do with the limb. 

 Why let high quality trees get big? 

Example #1: 20” tree – 2-12’ logs growing 1 inch every 3 years. Bottom log - 25 board foot, 
second log - 19 board foot. 3 divided by 44 is 15 board feet per year. 15 board foot per year x 
3 board foot = increasing in value $45 per year.  

Example #2: 26” tree – 2-12’ logs growing 1 inch every 3 years. Bottom log – 34 board foot, 
second log – 25 board foot. 3 divided by 59 is 20 board feet per year. 20 board feet per year x 
6 board foot = increasing in value $120 per year. 

The relative relationships are true no matter what size tree you start with.  

Letting high quality trees get big is a money-making proposition.  

Be looking forward to your upcoming invitation and registration for the April 25th field day. 

Hugh B. Pence 

Interim Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 


