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Missouri Chapter News 
Walnut Council: Growing Walnut and Other Fine Hardwoods 

                  May 2026 

Thanks to Walnut Council, I am a wiser woodland manager! 
 

I began looking into Walnut Council around 2014 because I am a 

woodworker, and I thought it would be interesting to grow a few 

black walnut trees on my little piece of earth. I attended my first Walnut 
Council meeting, and I was very impressed by the knowledge shared among 

the attendees. I sat back and just took it all in. 
 

I came home and cleared a small opening in a creek bottom among some 

native walnut trees. I was sure that if walnut trees are growing there now 

then it should be a good site for growing more black walnut trees. Four years 

later after the deer nipped my little trees down to nothing, I put on Tree Pro 

“Grow Tube” shelters. Now, I have beaten the deer, but the opening was not 

large enough to really get them to grow. Today I have four surviving trees 

1/2” in diameter, and I wasted a lot of my time. 
 

The next couple of Walnut Council events I listened a bit more and decided 

to plant an acre of trees in a small food plot behind the house. I listened to 

those who knew how to grow quality trees. I selected a good site, spaced the seedlings correctly, sheltered 

them with Tree Pro shelters and today they are growing nicely. It helps to pay attention! Then I stepped it 

up a bit and started planting around 100 walnut trees per year for three years in another area. Some of 

those trees are growing well,  but that planting suffered, for several reasons, and I lost trees. My point in 

mentioning this is to say, “Do not get discouraged.”  My fellow members suggested I look at the county soil 

survey to learn what trees are recommended on those soils. Sure enough. My site is better suited for 

growing oaks. I discovered too late the “Black Walnut Soil Suitability Index” is a valuable resource.  
 

Then Bob Ball told me you have some beautiful natural oaks. He suggested I spend more time managing 

what resources we had growing very well already. Develop what we have first. So I took that advice to 

heart and met with Tony Peper and Brian Schweiss, MDC foresters, to discuss oak management. 
 

“Control the invasives, eliminate the ironwood, and stop the winter creeper. Don’t get discouraged. It’s a great start 

and you’re making progress.” said Tony. He followed up with me recently, and now I am beginning to see the 

progress a bit at a time. I enjoy sweating in the woods, but it is even more rewarding seeing the natural 

progression of the right trees on the right sites slowly taking place.  
 

Join Walnut Council or the Tree Farm program. Listen, and ask questions. Soon, you too will begin seeing 

the progress in your woodland. Plus, it is a great way to meet and enjoy wonderful people. You should plan 

now on attending our Fall Event:                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Heggemann, President 

A Word from the President: 

     Paul Heggemann 

Fall Event  - Missouri Chapter Walnut Council 
Friday and Saturday, October 2-3, 2026 hosted by 

 

Clay Shaw Family and Bert Farms 

“2026 Missouri Tree Farm of the Year” 
Caldwell County, near Cowgill, Missouri 

 

(See More Information on Page 7) 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://www.treepro.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoridEhZZNbGswkGXSzVFm9X_AjtoMxg680h2AekrHtIDg0SjVIj
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USDA – NRCS State Conservationist Selected 
Bob Ball, Newsletter Editor, Missouri Chapter Walnut Council 
 

Nate Goodrich has been selected as the new State Conserva-

tionist for the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Goodrich has been a mainstay in the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) in Missouri for many years, operat-

ing directly, in recent years, out of the state office on the Business 

Loop in Columbia. 
 

Before stepping into leadership as the Acting State Conserva-

tionist, a role he has held since March 2025, he spent a significant 

portion of his career driving the agency's collaborative efforts as 

the Assistant State Conservationist for Partnerships and 

Initiatives, the State Resource Conservationist, State For-

ester, and Area Forester, beginning his career with NRCS as a 

Soil Conservationist. A look at his background and focus areas 

highlights a few key pillars of his work: 
 

• Partnerships & Technical Committees: He has frequently orga-

nized and moderated the Missouri State Technical Committee meetings, 

serving as a primary bridge between the USDA, private landowners, agri-

cultural organizations, and state groups like the Missouri Department of Conservation. 
 

• Agroforestry Expertise: Earlier in his career, he served as an NRCS State Forester and before that he 

was a resource forester with the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC). He has actively worked 

with the University of Missouri Center for Agroforestry to help landowners intentionally blend agriculture 

and forestry to improve soil health, water quality, and long-term land profitability. 
 

• Program Delivery & Climate-Smart Practices: He has been heavily involved in managing major 

financial and technical assistance initiatives, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 

the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). Specifically, he led state-level rollouts for initiatives like the 
EQIP Native Forage Initiative - which helps farmers establish native grasses and forbs to build drought resili-

ence, manage soil moisture, and improve carbon sequestration. 
 

Goodrich’s earlier career footprint prior to beginning a career with USDA-NRCS began working as a field 

forester with MDC where his efforts were heavily defined by helping Missouri woodland landowners imple-

ment practical, science-based conservation strategies on private working lands. Since joining NRCS his focus 

and emphasis has been in helping plan and implement assistance to all landowners through NRCS’s wide ar-

ray of financial and technical assistance conservation programs. 
 

Nate grew up in central Iowa and holds a forestry degree from Iowa State University. Before joining Mis-

souri NRCS in 2002, he gained experience working with multiple federal and state agencies in several states, 

developing a strong foundation in natural resource management and public service. Outside of work, Nate 

enjoys spending time in the outdoors enjoying God’s creation with his wife, Kristen, and their two adult chil-

dren whenever schedules allow. Forestry is a key component of discussions in the Goodrich family since 

Kristen, served several years as a Resource Forester with the Missouri Department of Conservation. She is 

currently a District Supervisor in Forestry. The family lives outside of Gutherie, Missouri. Nate’s favorite 

pastime is walking behind his Labrador retrievers through native grass fields - always hoping one of them 

happens to flush an unsuspecting ring‑necked pheasant.  

Nate Goodrich 

State Conservationist 

USDA-NRCS 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Is a Timber Sale in Your Future? 
Lynn Barnickol, Missouri Society of American Foresters (MOSAF) 
 

The larger trees growing in your woods caught your eye and you be-

gan wondering about their value. I know from talking with numerous 
woodland owners that a lot of questions suddenly occur about selling 

trees and typically include: What are my objectives for owning forest 

land? What tree species do I have that are of interest to timber buy-

ers? What tree sizes are in demand? Who would buy my trees? What 

are typical values offered for timber? What are some other forestry 

practices that help perpetuate healthy woods? Who can I talk to for 

information? 
 

Here are some tips about proceeding with a timber harvest from 

members of the Missouri Society of American Foresters (MOSAF): 
 

1. Your local forester is a good place to begin looking for infor-

mation. Foresters can be contacted through the Missouri De-

partment of Conservation, Missouri Consulting Foresters Associa-

tion (MCFA) or the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(USDA-NRCS). An important goal of foresters is to help forest owners manage their forests and that 

may include timber harvesting. 
 

2. What are the objectives for your woods? You may have seen several dead or dying trees in your 

woods and you are seeking information about their health. Your forest land is important to you and its 

management should be done to meet your objectives such as: Providing a source of revenue, improving 

hunting and the health of your forest, addressing issues involving an estate, creating a small recreational 

lake, and many other activities. Investigating forest management and the possibility of selling some trees 

can raise revenue for these projects. 
 

3. What tree species and sizes of trees are in my forest that would interest timber buyers?  

Tree species and their marketability vary around Missouri. Generally, Missouri’s forest is composed of 

hardwoods and coniferous trees such as native eastern redcedar and shortleaf pine common in several of 

the southern Missouri counties.  Oaks dominate the forest. White, black, red and post oaks are the most 

abundant in terms of acreage and volume, while black walnut, hickory, silver maple, sugar maple, syca-

more, cottonwood, and several other hardwood species are in high demand. Large diameter black walnut 

and white oak veneer, white oak staves, and grade sawlogs are in demand statewide. Smaller diameter 
trees are frequently taken for pallet lumber from harvests in the southern part of Missouri. A key point is 

to harvest trees that are mature or have merchantable logs but are not healthy enough for further 

growth. While a healthy black walnut tree, measuring 16 inches at breast height above the ground, may 

have sufficient diameter and length to interest buyers, the same tree growing on a deep soil to 20 inches 

in diameter could significantly increase its value.  
 

4. Are my trees valuable enough to interest buyers?  Many factors influence the price of standing 

timber. Timber is a commodity and its pricing depends upon supply and demand plus other variables such 

as the tree species, tree diameter, amount of clear wood, and the products available in each log. The val-

ue paid varies by tree species and quality of the lumber and large timbers that can be cut from the logs.  

Additionally, the cost of logging and hauling logs to market influences the value of timber. Placing a value 

on trees is similar to buying a vehicle, horse or cow; the buyer needs to inspect the timber prior to plac-

ing a bid. Assigning specific, firm value to timber is best left to those who want to buy timber and the 

price paid should be part of a written and agreed timber sale contract. Discussing the selling process with 

a forester can be beneficial. Ask the forester about Master Loggers who are credentialled through the 

Missouri Forest Products Association (MFPA). 
 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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5.  Who can you contact for advice? Professional foresters with the Missouri Department of Conserva-

tion are a great initial point of contact. They can serve as your coach as you explore the harvesting process. 

Professional foresters who are members of the Missouri Consulting Foresters Association (MCFA) provide 

on-the-ground assistance for marking timber and provide information about volumes marked, general quali-

ty of the timber, assist with soliciting bids for the timber, and developing a contract for harvesting. These 

foresters also provide management planning assistance working through the Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service (NRCS) financial assistance programs. Their support through various programs can help guide 

your management decisions and enhance forest and wildlife objectives. Professional foresters can also pro-

vide forest stand improvement and tree planting services on your woodland often covered by the various 

state and federal financial assistance programs.  
 

Note: Consulting foresters have a fee structure you should discuss with them prior to retaining their ser-

vices. In addition to forest management services consulting foresters can provide services that are not of-

fered through government forestry programs including timber valuation and appraisal for use in estate plan-

ning, damage appraisals, and establishing the basis in the timber land for use by your tax preparer.  Members 

of the Missouri Consulting Foresters Association are graduates of a Society of American Foresters (SAF) 

accredited college or university with at least a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry and have at least three 

years’ experience or a combination of education and experience in practical forest administration and man-

agement. No member can have an economic interest in timber purchasing or procurement, meaning they 

are not being paid by the logger or log processing mills. The fee charged by a consulting forester can be by 

the hour, by the job, or as a percentage of the gross value of your timber sale. The fee is a deductible ex-

pense as part of the cost of managing your forest or selling the timber. Be sure to get a contract with the 

consulting forester so services, work details, and fees are understood. The value in working with a forester 

is their knowledge of matching your objectives with the capabilities of your forest resource, knowledge of 

the timber markets, and the loggers whom they are familiar with in your area. 
 

Harvesting timber can be an intense use of the land. To help reduce the impacts to streams and lakes, best 
management practices (BMPs) are recommended to secure soil on roads, log loading areas, and skid trails. 

Typical BMPs used are water bars that divert water off trails and function to secure the soil so healing oc-

curs in a short time. The contract with the logger should include water bars, additional BMP’s to be installed 

on a case-by-case need, and removing trash or woody debris, and leaving pastures and cropland in servicea-

ble condition. The booklet “Watershed Protection Practices” available online at:  

https://mdc.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/WatershedProtectionPractice.pdf provides a visual guide for 

installing various BMPs. 
   

To get information helpful in making decisions about the management of your forest, contact these sources: 
 

• Call the Call Before You Cut hotline at (877) 564-7483 or the website at www.callb4ucut.com 

You will receive a free of charge packet of information, if interested, and have 30 acres of timber or more, 

request a free-of-charge walk through your forest with a consulting forester. You will receive a map show-

ing your property boundaries and a brief report stating your objectives for managing the forest, tree species 

and their general condition, and the forester’s opinion of the need for a harvest or other management. For 

folks with less than 30 acres the walk through can be done by a Department of Conservation forester.  
 

The Call Before You Cut information packet contains contact information, a brief planning guide, and a 

Timber Price Trends report that shows ranges of prices paid in the past for standing timber based on re-

ports submitted by foresters for the previous quarter. Timber Price Trends reports should not be used to 

price your timber since the market fluctuates seasonally due to the domestic and international demand for 

wood. These quarterly reports are only a rough guide giving you a ballpark idea of your timber’s worth. You 

must make contact with a forester or timber buyer to get an accurate picture of the present timber prices.    

  

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://mdc.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/WatershedProtectionPractice.pdf
http://www.callb4ucut.com
https://research.mdc.mo.gov/project/forest-economics-missouri
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• To speak directly with a forester, con-

tact your local Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) Resource 
Forester who serves your county, or 

use the MDC website: 

  http://mdc.mo.gov for local contacts. 
 

• To contact a consulting forester use 

the Missouri Consulting Foresters 

Association website: 

  http://www.missouriforesters.com/  
 

• To contact a Master Logger or timber buyer call the Missouri Forest Products Association at (573)

634-3252 or use their website at http://www.moforest.org/. Additionally, the Forest and Woodland 

Association of Missouri (FWAM), provides an informational website for anyone interested in our 

forests and woodlands: http://www.forestandwoodland.org/. 
 

• If you do not have access to a computer or electronic mail, call your local Missouri Department of Con-
servation office or George Kipp, MDC Private Lands Forestry Supervisor, at (573) 751-4115. 

 

This article was prepared by Lynn Barnickol (retired), Missouri Consulting Foresters Association (MCFA) 

and the Missouri Society of American Foresters (MOSAF) with technical assistance from: George Kipp, John 

Tuttle and Jon Skinner, Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), Susan Troxel-Dewitt (retired), and 

Frances Main (retired). MOSAF is the Missouri unit of the Society of American Foresters, a professional so-

ciety that uses the knowledge, skills, and conservation ethic of the forestry profession to ensure the contin-

ued health and use of forest ecosystems and the availability of forest resources to benefit all of society. 

Plan Your Land 
Bob Ball, Newsletter Editor 
 

We are well into the second quarter of 2026 and now is a good time to review your tree farm’s manage-

ment plan. You likely have concluded spring tree planting and you have a good idea about the condition of 

your woodland acres following the long winter season. Take advantage of this spring season to plan your 

land looking well beyond the balance of this year into the years ahead. 
 

Your woods are constantly changing. Seasons come and go, trees grow and die, weather and timber mar-

kets vary, and natural disasters or invasive species can take their toll. And just as your tree farm changes, 

you and your family do too: a major life event, such as a birth, death or illness, can alter your relationship 

with your woods. 
 

A new year means taking the time to reflect on what happened last year, how your woods were affected, 

and what you may choose to do differently in the future.  This review of your management plan and goals 

does not have to be daunting or difficult. It can mean adding just a few handwritten notes to your plan, and 
it can start with a simple walk in your woods. Consider inviting family members along so they too can learn 

more about the condition of THEIR woods. 
 

However, if you do NOT have a forest management plan then focus right now on getting that process un-

derway! Follow the suggestions from Lynn Barnickol in his article above. Contact a professional forester 

asking about woodland planning services they provide. If you are talking to a private consulting forester, 

also ask about their fee structure. Neither MDC nor NRCS foresters charge for their services, but they 

may be limited on how much time they are able to spend with you depending on their workload and  

agency policies. That contact is also a great time to ask the forester about financial assistance in Missouri to 

help develop and implement your plan. 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://mdc.mo.gov/contact-engage/local-mdc-contacts
http://www.missouriforesters.com/
http://www.moforest.org/
http://www.forestandwoodland.org/
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The Pros & Cons of Having a Commercial 

Tree Service Thin Your Walnut Plantation  
Mike Trial, Member, Missouri Chapter Walnut Council 
 

Selective thinning is second only to pruning in importance for 
maintaining good tree shape and growth rate. If there are full 

service tree care companies in the vicinity of your tree farm, 

using them to accomplish a thinning may make sense. Howev-

er, marking the trees for thinning should not be delegated to 

the contractor. The tree farmer should make the selection of 

trees to be thinned in accordance with his/her stewardship 

plan and in consultation with forestry professionals.  
 

Considerations:  
 

• Do you want to do the work yourself? Age, health, and avail-

able time are considerations. 

• Do you have all the right equipment? Buying and maintaining 

equipment that only gets intermittent use may not be the right solution. Equipment can be rented, but 

rental cost and your skill in using it must be considerations also. 

• Do you need hired labor to assist you? Is hired labor available when you want to get the thinning done? 

And, when using hired labor, injury liability exposure is a consideration. 
 

I found these advantages and disadvantages to using a contractor to do my thinning: 
 

Disadvantages:  
 

• Cost  
 

Advantages:  
 

• The work is done quickly and efficiently since the contractor has skilled employees and the right 

  equipment for the job. 

• The tree farmer does not have to do the actual work, but can still decide what they want to keep after 

thinning (stems, branches, tops, stumps) and the condition of the ground after the trees are removed. 

• The tree farmer has no injury liability exposure (the contractor carries their own liability insurance).  

• Below is a link to a video of a thinning operation I recently carried out using a contractor. I marked the 

trees to be removed myself. I elected to keep the stems and larger branches cut to nine foot lengths for 
my sawmill or for firewood. I also elected to have the stumps ground and all small branches mulched and 

hauled off site. 

 

Click on this link to view the video: 

 Winter tree thinning January 2023  

 

Note: Read the project summary first then continue 

watching! 

 

 

  

Mike Trial Tree Farm  - May 2026 

Black Walnut Plantation Thinning 

Completed in 2023 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8Ebh17HrIM
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Missouri Chapter Walnut Council Fall Event in Collaboration with the 

Missouri Tree Farm System Field Day 
October 2-3, 2026 

 

 

 

The Shaw Family and Bert Farms have been selected as the 2026 Missouri Tree Farm of the Year and 

will be hosting a joint field day this October for the Walnut Council and the Missouri Tree Farm System. 
 

The Shaw Family (photo above, right, includes: Clay, wife Kim, and several of their grandchildren) purchased 

the tree farm in 2010. They have been committed to reviving the farm from a neglected state to a function-

ing tree farm that focuses not only on tree management but on wildlife habitat and soil conservation as well. 

The meeting will be held in Caldwell County, Missouri, near the town of Cowgill on October 2 and 3, 2026. 
 

Friday's activities will include Tree Farm and Walnut Council meetings and technical presentations, dinner 

at a local restaurant (to be determined), concluding with guest speakers. Saturday will include more presen-

tations and a tour of Bert Farms with lunch. Topics for Saturday at the farm will include: 
 

• tree management 

• site selections using soils 

• soil conservation 

• utilizing NRCS programs to help obtain goals 

• wildlife habitat management and 

• how tree management goes hand-in-hand with habitat management for wildlife. 
 

Details on lodging, registration and program updates will be available in August. You are encouraged to let 

your neighbors, family members, students, and anyone interested in woodland management to plan now to 

attend. Ask them to let you know of their interest, so you can forward the registration announcement.  
 

 

Ryan Wansing, Farm Manager &  

Secretary of the Missouri Chapter 
Clay Shaw Family and Bert Farms 

“2026 Missouri Tree Farm of the Year” 

Photos of two 

hardwood 

plantings on the 

Saturday tour. 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html
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Treatment Tables for Two Common Invasive Species 

 in Woodland Management 

 

 

http://www.walnutcouncil.org/state-chapters/missouri.html

